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DO YOU KNOW THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE CERTIFICATES 
OF PROFICIENCY AND THE CERTIFICATES OF COMPETENCY? 

How to differentiate the certificates?

Certificate of Proficiency (CoP) 
Certificates issued from a training certificate
* Please note that certificates of proficiency are issued only for STCW 
training.

Certificate of Competency (CoC) 
Navigation and marine engineer certificates

It is important to know that all STCW recognized training certificates 
are issued by an educational Institute (the Maritime Institute’s Emer-
gency Measures Training Center (CFMU) in Lévis or another establish-
ment recognized by TC).

Following receipt of a training certificate, and when a CoP (certificate 
of proficiency) is required, you must make an appointment with TC 
in order to obtain the certificate of proficiency (‘‘passport’’ format).

For each and any other training session done after the reception of 
the COP (‘‘passport’’ format)

The candidate will receive a sticker to add to his qualifications regis-
ter. All done remotely. Candidates should contact the CTC near their 
home and the procedures will be explained to them.

Note that there are no longer any ‘‘placemat’’ formats issued. Howe-
ver, old ‘‘placemat’’ format documents are still valid until their expi-
ration date.

It is your responsibility to redo your training according to TC require-
ments at all times.

Training certificate issued by a recognized establishment:

Certificate of proficiency (CoP): the ‘‘placemat’’ format:

Certificate of proficiency (CoP): the ‘‘passport’’ format:
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Navigational and marine engineer certificates issued by Trans-
port Canada:

Examiner’s certificate: issued by the examiner following the 
successful completion of the last examination leading to the 
certificate.

Minister’s Certificate: Certificate of Competency (CoC) – Sent 
by mail following examination.

We are proud to share this information with you in 
collaboration with:

Stay tuned for information from Transport Canada transmitted via these regulatory columns!
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Certificate of Compentancy (CoC) -  the ‘‘passport’’ for-
mat: Sent by mail following examination (for STCW navi-
gational and marine engineers certificates only).

Note: The candidates have one passport for each Certifi-
cate of Competency (COC)
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